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E is the initial energy of the particle, and E; =
me? is the rest energy.
For a medium with a refraction index close to
unity (cos 8 = 1, sin 6 = 0), we obtain from (7):
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W = 1024 o “S o (E — )2 do, o, = E (8)

If the energy of the emitted quantum is signifi-
cantly smaller than the energy of the particle
(hw < E), then cos 8 = 1/n, and we have for thé
radiation energy, from (7),
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where only wpy, = 2pe/(n+1)h(n > 1) depends on
the index of refraction.

A specific feature of these results is the unlim-
ited increase of the radiation energy with growing
initial energy of the particle. This is in agreement
with the latest experimental data on the intensity of
the Cerenkov radiation caused by the particles of
the cosmic radiation. Jelley notes® that Bassi and
his co-workers have established, in a series of ex-
periments on the changes in the intensity of the
Cerenkov radiation of cosmic-ray particles, that
the yield of light increases with increasing energy
for very high particle energies. Jelley’s view® is
that this increase of radiation for high energies
cannot be explained by knock-on electrons, nor by
any other cause, and that the results of these ex-
periments confirm the conclusions of Budini, who
predicted a logarithmic increase of the radiation
of the particles at extremely relativistic energies
in dense media, in analogy to the increase of the
ionization losses at such energies.

I express my sincere gratitude to Prof. F. I.
Fedorov for valuable advice.
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THE theory of finite disturbances in gas, based

on the differential equations of hydrodynamics with-
out supplementary assumptions, leads, in the com-
plete absence of dissipative factors and continuous
initial conditions, to absurd triple-valued flow pa-
rameters.! To eliminate this difficulty, Stokes and
Riemann postulated a flow discontinuity that satis-
fies the boundary conditions.? Rankin and Rayleigh,?
staying within the framework of a continuum, ex-
amined a heat-conduction mechanism by which
“jumps” can be realized, and considered the re-
sults of Stokes, Riemann, and Hugoniot as a trivial
neglect of the dissipation mechanism. Rayleigh
observed here that the heat-conduction structure

of a compression wave with a profile that remains
unchanged in time can be continuous only if

Pio P S+ 1)/ B—x)=(+ 1)/ —1). (1)

Waves of greater amplitude experience an “over-
turn” similar to the Riemannian overturn of adia-
batic wave. The “isothermal jump” (see reference
4) resolves the Rayleigh paradox, although the
meaning of such a solution again reduces somehow
to ignoring, within the scope of the stated problem,
dissipative factors other than heat conduction (such
as viscosity and diffusion). In this solution one has
in mind a radiant heat conduction, but the radiation
density is neglected, and the conclusion is that the
structure of a wave of amplitude (1), with the in-
equality sign reversed, includes the isothermal
jump.

Considering, as before, the gas to be a continu-
ous heat-conducting medium that retains local ther-



